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S heldon Rowley Murphy

1935 - 2016

Sheldon Rowley Murphy, 81, passed away peacefully in his sleep Saturday, October 15, 2016 at his

home.

A “Celebration of Life” service will be held at 3:00 pm, preceded by a visitation opportunity from
1:00-2:15 pm, at the LDS chapel at 1200 North and 800 East in Orem, UT. A short graveside

service will be held immediately following the funeral at the Spanish Fork Cemetery.

Sheldon was a devoted and caring husband, father, son, brother, grandfather and great

grandfather. He was the second of three children, born July 17, 1935 in Chinook, Montana to Bert
Lund and Verda May Rowley Murphy. He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Norma LaWynn
Potter Murphy; his sister and brother-in-law, Virginia and Burton Carter, and sister-in-law, Joyce

Murphy; his five children, Shalynn Sedgwick, Brian Potter Murphy, Blake Potter Murphy, Klane
Potter Murphy, and LaDawn Stone; twenty four grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. He
was preceded in death by his parents, and his brother Bert Murphy.

Sheldon served in the Brazil Mission (1955-1958) of the LDS Church. Upon returning, he married
Norma LaWynn Potter in the Idaho Falls, ID LDS Temple. He graduated with a Bachelor of

Science in Chemical Engineering (1961) and received his PhD in Chemical Engineering from the
U of U. He worked in industry for 18 years, ran a small technical consulting company for 5 years,
and owned an enzyme products company for 17 years. Since retirement in 2007, he has authored

ten books.

Sheldon lived his life sharing his bold and unwavering testimony of the Savior. He loved serving

his 81 years in a variety of callings, with a highlight of serving, with LaWynn, as Mission President
of the Campinas Brazil Mission (1989-1992) and working with the missionaries that served under
him.
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In recent years, Sheldon struggled with effects of a stroke, and more recently cardiovascular
disease which greatly affected his comfort and quality of life. We consider it a blessing for him to

be free from his mortal body, be part of a joyous reunion with loved ones, and spend this time
being anxiously engaged in the Lord’s work on the other side. We love him, will miss his funny

sense of humor, all the advice he had for us, the many interesting projects he created, and the
fascinating insights into our family history which he avidly researched. But, we know we will be
together again, and we will live in his honor and memory.

In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to the LDS Church Missionary Fund at
https://www.ldsphilanthropies.org/donations/lds-church/missionary-fund.html?cde2=807.
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Funeral Services

Canyon View 10th Ward

1200 North 762 East, Orem UT

Cemetery Details

Spanish Fork City Cemetery

400 South 400 East, Spanish Fork UT
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RU Rubens posted:

Fica com Deus Dr. Sheldon. Tenho certeza que ainda nos veremos. Abração onde vc estiver.

Rubens

October 22 at 2:59 PM

LB Leslie Brock posted:

My thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. President Murphy was such a kind and loving

man. I so appreciated how he took me in as part of the mission family when Robert Case and I

were married. I felt like one of your missionaries! He is a great man and will be missed. What a

blessing it is to have the knowledge of the gospel and eternal families.Sincerely,Leslie Brock

(formerly Case)

October 22 at 6:15 AM

DR Dave And Mary Lynn Robertson posted:

Our hearts are with all of the Murphy family. And we feel very fortunate to have been among the

many who were blessed by their kindnesses, examples, and giving natures. Sheldon was the

patriarch of a great clan. We know his legacy is living on with his wonderful children and their

families. Just grateful that our paths crossed in such meaningful ways! His was a life that

mentored ours (and others) and will be very easy to celebrate! Our love,Dave and Mary Lynn

Robertson

October 22 at 5:32 AM

NC Nancy Mcnall Campbell posted:

The McNall family(Mike & Sue, Debbi, Janet, Scott & Chip and Jim & Nancy Campbell share in

celebrating the marvelous and full life Sheldon lived. He left behind a huge legacy in his posterity

and his books and his family history work. Joe, Mike and Debbi, and I first met Sheldon and

LaWynn in the New Brunswick Ward in 1965. We were converts from the 1964 World's Fair in

Flushing, L.I., NY. The Murphy and McNall children grew up together. Sheldon touched all our lives

because of his expertise in so many areas, but mostly because he had a radiant testimony of

Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ that reflected in his countenance and in all that he did. We

continue to count our blessings because of Sheldon and LaWynn's influence for good to our

McNall family. I am sure Joe McNall was waiting with open arms to continue the Lord's work

together on the other side of the veil.

October 21 at 11:32 AM
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RD Ronna  Draper  posted:

I remember being invited over for dinner when Sheldon and his family lived in CT. Back in the late

1990's, I was investigating the church....and had been for some time. What I thought was a nice

little dinner invite turned into being a big dinner focused on providing me with many testimonies

from the many people in attendance, in an effort to move me closer to baptism.I'll be honest,

while it caught me off guard and I was a little annoyed at the situation at the time, Sheldon was

right. The evening did provide me with many strong testimonies to ponder and another

opportunity as an investigator to strongly feel the Spirit of the Lord. It did help push me closer to

baptism and I was happy to talk to Sheldon on my baptism day and share that with him. He was

one of a kind. A great man and friend.

October 21 at 6:47 AM

TH Todd Handy posted:

Murphy family,President Murphy was an incredible mission president, and a great influence in my

life. Serving in the MBC during a portion of his tenure was a blessing, and something I remember

fondly.You certainly know this, but his reach and influence were and still are exponential. Not only

those he touched directly, and not just those of us who've become better because of him, but

through his personal ministry, and those who served with him, the impact and influence is

incalculable.I love that you're having a "Celebration of Life"- what an apt title for what will no doubt

be just that- a celebration. Though I live in Utah, I'm unable to attend as I'll be out of town, but

please know that my thoughts and prayers have been with you as a family since I first heard of

President's passing, and I know the proceedings will be wonderful.Um abraco do ex-Elder

Handy!- Todd

October 20 at 8:48 AM

DD Dale Dallon posted:

Dear Lawynn and family:I am saddened to learn of Sheldon's passing, although I recognize the

positive side of such a blessing. We first met in graduate school and Sheldon has been proactive

in maintaining contact through the years. We enjoyed your family visit to our home in Rochester,

NY when the children were still young and a visit to your home in New Jersey when our ward boys

came for a regional basketball tournament in your ward building next door to your home. I also

remember Sheldon picking me up and transporting me to your stake conference in Connecticut

when I was assigned to visit there. You have been and certainly still are an exceptional family.

Barbara and I send our condolences and prayers that your memories will be happy and your

futures will continue to be blessed.Dale Dallon

October 20 at 5:35 AM
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LB

Linda  Valentine October 23 at 11:09 AM

You know without a doubt when you have met a larger-than-life individual. Sheldon was

such a person. At our first meeting, he was simply Shalynn's dad, offering help and

guidance to a new member. He patiently explained doctrines and principles that I had

trouble grasping, but didn't back down or mince words when I needed some special

guidance or correction. It was only later that I learned of his history, his many

accomplishments, and his influence.His life was a great example to me of what it means to

live your beliefs, to help others find the way, and to be always focused on the Savior. He

truly left this world better than he found it. I am both fortunate and grateful that my path

crossed his. My prayers and heartfelt condolences to LaWynn and the family.Linda

Valentine

Lynn & Sharon Blake posted:

It is with mixed emotions we learn of the death of our beloved friend. We first met Sheldon and

LaWynn at BYU in 1962 as we both were in Engineering. This friendship has grown over the past

50 years even though we have seen each over only infrequently. Their example of faith, courage

and obedience has been a great strength to us as we have tried to keep in touch both directly and

indirectly. We have long ago learned that we do not greive for them but for us. We know that

Sheldon is now freed to accomplish all he desires to do to build the Kingdom and continue to

counsel his family as we are taught by scripture he is able to do. (D&C 128: 15,18) We send our love

to LaWynn and the family. Lynn&Sharon Blake

October 19 at 1:46 AM

LV
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Sheldon by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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